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THE 5 
Important Queſtion 
DISCUSSED, &. 


happily driven into a remote Corner of the 
Iland, and our Minds ſomewhat recovered 
from the late Alarms, it is now Time for 
the Wiſdom of the Nation to conſider and deter- 
mine, which Way we are to turn next, and what 
Meaſures to purſue for the future? Whether it may 
be more expedient to disband Part of thoſe Land- 
forces which are now ſwarming in the Iſland, and 
to retrench the exceſſive Expences which we have 
been at for ſome Years paſt; or to reaſſume our 
former Scheme of Politics, and punctually to fulfil 
our Engagements with our Allies upon the. Conti- 
nent? Whether it may be more conducive to the 
true Intereſt of this Nation, to rely wholly upon 
that Situation which disjoins it from the reſt of the 
World, to encreaſe its naval Force, and to give its 
great Application to the Marine, without concern- 
ing itſelf with the Intrigues of the neighbouring 
States; or once more to cover Flanders with our 
Troops, to negotiate, to fight, and to expend our 
| - Treafture, 


() * domeſtic Troubles being at length 
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Treaſure, in reſtraining the over-grown Power of. 
France, and in preſerving the Balance of Power in 
Europe? | 

As the late urgent Neceſſity of our own Affairs 
made it expedient for us to recal the greateſt Part of 
our Forces from Abroad, ſo the preſent Unanimity 
of the Nation in ſupporting our domeſtic Peace, 
together with the Valour, good Conduct, and Re- 
putation of his Royal Highneſs the Duke, has once 
more put it into our Power to purſue either of the 
abovementioned Schemes, as ſhall be deemed moſt 
advantageous to the Commonwealth ; and may the 
good Genius of England inſpire and aſſiſt the public 
Councils upon this important Deliberation! 

I know there are Multitudes of People ready, 
with an Air of Confidence, to ask upon this Occa- 
ſion, what has this Kingdom at all to do with the 
Continent? Imperial, independant, ſelf-ſufficient, 
ſeparated by Nature from all the reſt of the World, 
why ſhould we buſy ourſelves with the Affairs of 
other Nations, and by interpoling in their Quarrels 
make ourſelves Parties in Matters, which very litrle, 
if at all, concern us? In ſhort, what Relation to, 
what Connection has this Iſland with the Terra 
Firma? £2424 0 2 . 

I have not the Preſumption to think, that any 
thing, which I ſhall offer to the Public, will be deciſive 
upon a Queſtion, which puzzles, or ſeems at leaſt 
to puzzle, the moſt able Politicians in the Nation. 
However, as a free-born Engliſhman, as one truly 


affected with whatever may relate to the Good of 


his Country, I ſhall venture to expreſs my impar- 


tial Sentiments upon this Point, and ſhall think 


myſelf extremely fortunate, if haply it may be in 
my Power, to ſatisfy the Minds of ſome of my leſs- 
knowing Countrymen, and to throw the leaſt De- 
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gree of Light upon a Subject, which the Wit of 
| declaiming Demagogues, rather than any Obſcu- 
| rity in the thing itſelf, has perplexed and dark- 


ened. | 
| f England then, in all Enquiries of this Kind, in 
| all Enquiries concerning its true Intereſt .is not to 
be conſidered merely as it is in itſelf, but with all 
its Circumſtances and Adjunts. We are not to 
regard it only as an Iſland abounding with all the 
Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, but as a 
trading Iſland; as an Iſland, which owes all its 
Wealth, and conſequently all its Power and Influ- 
| ence among the Kingdoms, to an extenſive Com- 
| merce; and by this Line are our Br:t; Politics to 
be ever ſquared. Tis our Power and Influence A- 
| broad, which ſupport and defend our national Trade, 

whilſt Commerce, in Return, brings in that Balance 
of Wealth in our Favour, which can alone beget 
and maintain the other two: take away but a ſingle 
Link of this Chain, and the whole Syſtem, which 
hangs upon it, immediately falls to the Ground and 

is deſtroyed. 5 

*Tis Trade then which builds the Bridge, as it 
| were, croſs the narrow Seas, which firmly connects 
this Iſland with the Continent, and makes it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for us to concern ourſelves with the 
* Affairs of our Neighbours, of thoſe Nations more 
eſpecially with whom we traffic, and from whoſe 
various Wants we draw thoſe ſure Returns of 
Wealth, which both ſupport our Credit Abroad, 
| and are the beſt Security of our own internal Peace 
and Happineſs. For, were we to trade only with 
ourſelves, or with our own Colonies, the utmoſt we 
| \could pretend to, would be to transfer the Neceſſa- 
Ties, or perhaps the Luxuries of Life, from one Fart 
ef the Country to another, without making the leaſt 
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Addition to the national Riches ; ſuck a kind of 
Commerce is indeed no more than paying with che 
one Hand, and receiving with the other. 

lay it down theretorc as a ſelt- evident Maxim, 
that the Proſperity of our national Trade cepends 
entirely upon our foreign Cuſtom, and the Quick- 
neſs of our commercial Returns with other Countries; ; 
and conſequently, that whatever tends to deprive us 
of this Cuſtom, or to exclude us from the neceſſary 
Markets wherein to diſpoſe of our Commodities, ſo 
far ruins our Trade, dries up that ſureſt Fountain of 
our Wealth, and deſtroys our Influence and Power 


| Abroad. 


_ Suppoſe then, in the firſt Place, that the Sea- 
Coaſts of Holland, Flanders, Portugal, Genoa, and 


Tuſcany, were in che Hands of our Enemies, what 


would be the undoubted Conſequences of ſuch an 


Event with regard to this Nation? The Suppoſition 
18 at leaſt poſſible, and therefore there can be no Ab- 
ſurdity in arguing from it. We will, ſecondly, exa- 
mine, what Probability there may be, that thus it 
will really happen, that theſe Coaſts will actually fall 
into the Hands of our Enemies, upon Suppoſition of 
the Neutrality of England with reſpect to the Conti- 
nent; or, what comes to much the ſame thing, 
upon Suppoſition that England acts only with its 
Fleet, and its Negotiations, in Defence of 1 its Allies 
upon the Continent. 

Upon the former of theſe Suppoſitions then, it 
would unavoidably, and immediately follow, that 
the amicable, and convenient Ports of Holland would 
be no more open to receive us, and that the Dutch 
Trade would fail in all its ſeveral Branches; Flanders 
would take off no more of our woollen Goods, and 
that ꝓeneficial Commerce, which has ſubſiſted for ſo 
many Ages between Eug! and and the Netherlands, 

- | FI | . would 
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can, the Eaſt and Weſt-Indian, or our Northern 


(+) | 

would be now abſolutely at an End: The friendly 
Portugueſe would no longer have it in their Power 
to exchange the rich Product of the Brazils for our 
Britiſh Manufactures, whilſt our Returns from the 
Mediterranean would become precarious, uncertain, 
and hardly worth our looking after ; nor would even 
Gibraltar and Mahon anſwer the great Expence of 
their Fortifications and Garifons. Such then would 
be the natural and neceſſary Conſequence, ſuppoſing 
only a bare Prohibition of Trade with the above- 
mention'd Countries, that there were no Fleets we 
need ſtand in any Awe of, no Privateers to interrupt 
our Navigation, and to raiſe the Value of Convoys, 
Inſurance, Cc. this then is the moſt favourable Sup- 
poſition we can make for England, and yet who 
fees not, who is there but muſt acknowledge, that 
even in this Caſe, within the Compaſs of a very few 
Years, our Ruin would be certain and inev ita ble? 

*Tis true, a kind of Tyrky or Levant Trade would 
be ſtill left us to ſubſiſt upon; nor would the Afri- 


Traffic preſently fail us but would theſe poor 
Remains of our former Commerce be ſufficient to 
maintain the Honour and. Independance, the pre- 
ſent Dignity and Splendor of the Eugliſ Name ? 
Would they be able to ſupport thoſe numerous Arma- 
ments by Sea, which are to ſtrike Terror and Con- 
ſternation into all the reſt of the World? Iam 
afraid not! For if it be made a Queſtion, even in our 
preſent Situation, whether the Turky-Trade, for In- 
ſtance, be of any very great Advantage to the Na- 
tion; whether the Balance of our Returns from that 
Country be much in our Favour ; ſurely the Matter 
will be put quite out of all Doubt, when the additi- 
onal Delays and Expence of Convoys, Infurance, 
$865. be taken into the Account; when the continua! 
| Ritauo 
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Riſques of Neapolitan, Italian, Spaniſh, and French 
Privateers are computed, when expoſed to Winds 
and Tempeſts there are no friendly Harbours left 
for our Ships to put into, throughout the whole 
Navigation, but Mahon and Gibraltar. ; 

The African Trade is, at preſent, extremely bene- 
ficial to this Nation, as it furniſhes Slaves for our 
American Plantations, which could not ſo eaſily, or ſo 
cheaply be carried on, without ſuch kind of Work- 
men. The Drugs, Gums, Ivory, &c. of that Coun- 
try are ſo far really advantageous to the Public, as 
they are taken in Exchange for our own Commodi- 


ties, and bring an Addition of Wealth into the Land 


by a Re-exportation of them. For as to that Partof 
them, which we may conſume upon ourſelves, how- 
ever it contribute to the Luxury, it will make but a 
very poor Acceſſion to the national Riches, No! 


it is our vending theſe, and ſuch-like foreign Com- 


modities, again; it is our making a Profit of the 
Work of our Slaves, by ſelling the Fruits of their 
Labour, in Sugar, Tobacco, &c. to the other States 


of Europe, which turns the Balance of Commerce in 


our Favour, and goes on continually increaſing the 
national Stock. But, upon our preſent Suppoſi- 
tion, that the Coaſts of Holland, &c. were in our 
Enemy's Hands, or, in other Words, in the Hands 
of France, our beſt Markets would be all intirely 
ſhut up from us, and our old and conſtant Cuſtom; 
ers, however willing they might be, would not even 
have it in their Power, to lay out a ſingle Penny 
with us. Our Goods, therefore, of all Kinds, would 
lie rotting in our Warchouſes, for want of People to 
take them off our Hands; and, even in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of the Words, we ſhould have nothing more 


than our Labour for all our Induſtry, Skill, and 
Expence. | | 
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The ſame Obſervations, likewiſe, will eaſily de- 
monſtrate, that, in the Circumſtances above- menti- 
oned, our Eaſt-Indian Trade muſt ſoon be ruined, 
or at leaſt greatly reduced from what it now is. For 
were we to import no other, or no more of the Com- 
modities of thoſe diſtant Countries, than what we 
ſpent upon ourſelves, to gratify our own Palates, or 
to furniſh our own Houſes, ſo far would this Traffic 
be from redounding to the Advantage of England, 
that it would ſoon be found extremely ruinous and 
detrimental to its true Intereſt, For, as I have been 
well-informed, the Balanee upon the firſt Exchange 
with the Natives of the Eaſt is really againſt us. No- 
thing, therefore, but a Re-exportation of ſome Part 
of our Indian Goods, and making Money of them 
that Way, can reimburſe the Nation its original Ex- 
e It is this alone then, which makes this 

ranch of our Commerce beneficial to the Public, as 
well as to thoſe private Perſons who are more imme- 
diately concerned 1n carrying it on. 

As to our Trade with the Northern States of Eu- 
rope, for Iron, Timber, Hemp, Tar, &c. however 
neceſſary it may be to anſwer the continual Demands 
of our Shipping, yet is the Balance upon theſe Arti- 
cles, I believe, confeſſedly againſt us at preſent——- 
how much more then, when we come to ſwell the 
Bill with the extraordinary Charge,of Convoys, In- 
ſurance, and other ſuch- like Accidents ? 

It is true, every Branch of our Navigation, tho 
it turns to no other Account, is ſo far advantageous: 
to the Nation, as it finds conſtant Employment for 


our Seamen, and becomes a Nurſery, upon Occa- 


ſion, for the Royal Navy. This is the great Be 
nefit of our preſent Coaſting- trade at Home, and one 
extraordinary Advantage, which the Kingdom reap, 
from its Commerce with the Meſt-Indian Plantatious. 


But 
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But will a Number of Seamen alone, however great 
we may ſuppoſe it, without being employed in a lu- 
crative foreign Trade, add tothe Riches of the Nation, 
or ſupport the great and neceſſary Expences of Go- 
vernment? - - Did not, therefore, our Weſt-Indian 
Plantations produce ſomewhat more than was ſpent 
amonę ſt our own People, or conſumed in the Family, 
as I may properly enough call it, they would make but 
a very ſmall Addition, either of Wealth or Power, to 
their Mother-Country. They might, indeed, prevent 
large Sumsof Money from being carried out of the 
Kingdom in payment for ſuch Things as Luxury has 
now rendered almoſt neceſſary to Life, but would 
bring none into it, *Tis, therefore, the exporting the 
Superfluities of thoſe Regions (Tobacco, Sugar, Fiſh, 
&c.) as well as our own, *tis diſpofing of them 
among our Neighbours and turning the Balance into 
Caſh, "which alone gives Riches and Power to the 
Community, and makes the Number of our Seamen 
a real Gain to the Public, as well as a Strength and 
Bulwark to defend it. But if it be Trade only which 
begets, as well as maintains Seamen, I believe I may 
venture ſafely enough to aſſert, that we ſhall never be 
over-burthened with this uſeful Set of Men, when 
once our European Commerce begins to decline. 

In a Word, the good Providence of God hath 
bleſſed this Iſland with an Abundance of all Things 
n-ceſſary for the Preſer vation, Convenience, and even 
Pleaſures of Life, whilſt the Art and Induſtry of its 
Inhabitants have ſo far increaſed and perfected, if I 
may lay ſo, its natural Stores, that we have not only 
ſufficient Corn, Cloth, &c. to ſerve our own Wants, 
but likewile to anſwer the great Demands of thoſe 
other Countries, where Nature has been more ſparing 
of her Favours, and the mechanic Arts have not been 
cultivated with ſo great Succeſs, *Tis the Sale of this 


Super- 
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Superfluity to Foreigners, the Product of our owu In- 
duſtry, Labour, and Skill, which turns to a national 
Account, either as it directly brings us home Money 
in Payment, or is exchanged for other Commodities, 
which re- exported return at laſt to their Mother- 
country in large Tributes of that ſhining Ore, which, 
as the World goes, is Credit, Power, every Thing. 

Give me Leave then once more to repeat my for- 
mer Queſtion, upon the preſent Suppoſition, where 
ſhall we find Markets to vend theſe Superfluities, or 
Cuſtomers to take them off our Hands? We are un- 
happily excluded the Ports of Holland, Flanders, 
France, Portugal, Spain, and Italy! will nor ſuch 
Excluſion neceſſarily bring on an immediate Reduc- 
tion of our Exportations? and what will be the cer- 
tain Conſequence of ſuch Reduction? our trading 
Veſſels will lie mauldering in our Harbours for want 
of Employment; our Seamen will betake themſelves 
to ſome more gainful Profeſſion tor a Livelihood; our 
natural as well as artificial Commodities, our Corn, 
Cattle, Cloth, &c. will be thrown upon our Hands, 
becauſe there will be no Body permitted to bay them 
of us; ſo that the Value of theſe Goods, even for 


home Conſumption, will fink almoſt to nothing; 


our numerous Poor will want Work, our Tenants 
will not be able to pay their Rents, Money will be- 
come ſcarce, and at an exceſſive Intereſt, whilſt the 


Price of Land will be inconceivably reduced. 


How then ſhall the Royal Navy, the Pride, and 
Glory, and immediate Bulwark of this Nation, be 
maintained? we can never have leſs than two hundred 
Ships of War, great and ſmall in Commiſſion, as 
well to ſecure our remaining Trade, as to defend our 
extended Coaſts, and annoy our vigilant Enemies. 
But how ſhall this numerous F ae canes when 
that great Branch of the public Revenue, which ariſes 
from Impoſts, Cuſtoms, &c. begins to fail, as fail it 


nc-, 


. 
neceſſarily muſt, upon a Defe& of our Importations, 
and when the greateſt Patt of Europe will be precluded 
trading with us? will the Land alone be able to bear 
the heavy Load of the public Expence? impoſſible 
Suppofition ! the landed and trading Intereſts are na- 
turally and inſeparably connected, and ought never to 
be divided, even in Imagination; the Value of Land 
will always be found to be higher or lower in Propor- 
tion to the Increaſe or Failure of Commerce—Nay, 
eventhat Multirude of its People, which is indeed the 
Strength, and Glory, and Riches of a Nation, whilſt 
they can all be employed, without Trade becomes a 
{ore and intolerable Burthen to it. 

I know it has been frequently aſſerted, that a Sea- 
war, eſpecially with France, if vigorouſly purſued, 
will always be able to maintain itſelf, with a very little 


additional Expence to the Public. dare not charge 


the Gentlemen, whoare ſo fond of ſpreading this doc- 
trine, With Inſincerity; but ſure I am there is not the 
leaſt Appearance of a Foundation to ſupport it, For is 
this the Caſe at preſent ? do the rich Captures, we are 
every Day making upon the French and Spaniards, 
contribute in the leaſt to the Diminution of the na- 
tional Charge of the War? Private Perſons, I grant, 
have already gotten, and, *tis probable, in the Courſe 
of a long War, will be ſtill getting, immenſe Wealth; 
but of what Advantage is all this tothe Public, as ſuch? 
have we already, or are we likely to have a fingle 'Tax 
the leſs for all our Captures? --ButI may go Rillfarther 
and venture ta aſſert, that upon the preſent Suppoſiti- 

on, our very Prizes (unleſs they always coriſiſted of coin 


or Bullion) wouldbe a Detriment to the Public: they 


would be a manifeſt Detriment to the Public, as we 
ſhould not be able to diſpoſe of their Bulk Abroad: 
and conſequently to make Uſe of them at Home, at 


the ſame Time that it would oyer-ſtock our 1 
| | ets, 


( 13] 
kets, would leſſen the Conſumption, and fink che 
Value of our own Commodities, 

In ſhort, tis a conſtant and copious Exportation 
of our own Goods and Manufactures, an extenſive 
foreign Trade, a free and open Market with as many 
People as poſſible, which are the Royal Golden- 
Mines, and conſtitute the great Riches of this Na- 
tion: 'tis this which employs our Poor, enhances the 
Price of our Land, enables us both eafily and chear- 
tully to pay our Taxes, ſupports our Fleers and Ar- 
mies, gives us Power at Home, and encreaſes out 
Influence Abroad, puts the Balance of Eutope into 
our Hands, and makes the Eng/iſþ Name courted, 
and reſpected, in almoſt every Kingdom of the 
known World. Whatever therefore tends to dimi- 
niſh this advantageous Commerce, and to ruin our 
Trade with the other Nations of Europe, is ſo far 
deſtructive of the Happineſs, of the true Intereſt of 
England: But this muſt be the unavoidable and ne- 
ceflary Effect of a prohibition of Trade with Hol- 
land, Flanders, France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy: 
the Conſequence therefore of theſe Countries being 
in the Poſſeſſion, or under the Influence of out Ene- 
mies, is too plain not to be foreſeen, and too fatal not 
to be dreaded, not to be vigorouſly oppoſed by every 
real Friend of his Country. | 

Hitherto T have argued upon the Suppoſition, that 
we were ſtill to continue Maſters of the Sea, that 
there was no Power who would even attempt to diſ- 
pute this important Province with us, and that we 
had nothing to fear upon this Head from France and 


her Allies. If then the Hazard to England be ſo 


great, even upon this moſt favourable Review of 
the Caſe; how 1s its Danger magnified, and with 
what ſhocking Circumſtances daten when we turn 
the Perſpective, and view the Face of Things as in 

| all 
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all probability it would appear within the Compaſs of a 
very few Years ? when we ſhall ſee a ſuperior Fleet 
riding in our Channel, commanding the narrow Seas, 
and menacing our trembling Shores on every Side; 
when every Breath of Wind from the Eaſt ſhall put 
us into a Panic, for every Thing that is dear and va- 
Iuable to us. If this Proſpe& frightens, let it at the 


ſame Time animate us with Courage and Reſolution 


to oppoſe the firſt Beginnings of ſo leading and fatal 
a Miſchief; that Man, I am ſure, has very little true 


7 for the Religion, Honour, Independance, 
an 


ind Safety of his Country, who would not ſacrifice 
his laſt Penny, rather than expoſe it to ſo imminent 
a Danger. | | | | 
+ "Tis granted, France is by no Means our Match 
by Sea at preſent, nor are its numerous Land-Armies 
immediately formidable to Eugland united within it- 
ſelf, whilft its naval Force continues in the dejected 
State it now is! but how long will this be the Cate, 
upon our preſent Suppoſition ? roo ſhort a Time, I. 
doubt, for the Happineſs and Independance of this 
Realm! for when once the Ports of Holland, wich 
all their Conveniencies tor building, manning, and 


equipping a Fleet, are in the Diſpoſition of our 


Enemies, what Accefſions may they not be every 
Day making to their Royal Navy? their Ships of 
War will be continually encreaſing, in ſpite of all 
our Efforts to prevent them, and every Hour will 


add to our Danger. For what has not this Country 


to fear, when the Skill, Iuduſtry, and Patience of 


Holland ſhall be united with the Spirit and Activity 


of France? 


If Lewis XIV, under all imaginable Diſadvantages, 7 


alone, ſurrounded with Enemies on every Side, en- 


vied and ſuſpected by the Spaniard, feared by the 


Dutch, at War with the Empire, was nevertheleſs 
able 


ont 
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able to create, as it were, a Fleet, which made the 
conjoined Squadrons of both England and Holland 


| tremble what mighty Things may not the Mini- 
g ſtry of Lewis XV effect, when it has no Diverſion 
[ of any Conſequence to ſtand in awe of from the 
Continent, Spain in Alliance, the Netherlands ſub- 


dued, the Empire exhauſted, the rich Mines of Peru 
at their Diſpoſal, the Magazines and Seamen of Hol- 
land at their Command ? the infinite Reſources in the 
Country itſelf, its great Fertility and convenient Si- 
tuation for naval Dominion, the Nature of its pre- 
ſient Conſtitution, the great Multitude of its People, 
the ready Obedience of all to the Commands of their 
Prince, the high Idea which every Man conceives of 
the Glory and Honour of his Country, mult render 
\ France ever terrible to its Neighbours, whether it ſtill 
continues to apply itſelf, as it has hitherto chiefly 
done, to make Conqueſts upon the Continent, or, as 
is moſt probable, ſhould at length turn its great Study 
_ Attention to the forming and completing of its 
Marine, | | 
| "Tis true, whilſt we continued Maſters of the Sea, 
| we ſhould be able greatly to interrupt the French 
| Commerce, and by that Means ſhould in ſome Mea- 
WP ſure cut off that copious Fountain of their Wealth, 
which has hitherto contributed ſo largely to the Sup- 
ort of their numerous Armies, This, I grant, 
would greatly diſtreſs them for a Seaſon, tho* I am 
far from being ſanguine enough to imagine with too 
many of my Countrymen, that it wouldentirely ruin 
3 them. For whilſt there is a ſingle Penny circulating 
in his Conutry, the Freuch King may command it, 
and, if he wills ſo, muſt have it. Tis this then 
that gives him that exorbitant Power, and renders 
him ſo truly formidable to all his Neighbours 
That he has nothing to conſult in laying Taxes, _ 
| 15 
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his own Ambition, that he is always ſure of Money 
to carty on both his military and corrupting Schemes, 
if there be any to be had in his Kingdom. His Sub- 
je&s, indeed, may inwardly murmur, may groan un- 
der the Weight of theſe grievous Impoſitions; bur, 
ſuch is their unhappy Situation, they muſt neverthe- 
leſs pay them. It was this plenitude of his Power, 
which enabled old Lewis to bring ſuch formidable 
Armies into the Field, even to che alt, when Royal 
Navy he had none, when the national Trade was 
reduced to almoſt nothing, when an immenſe Debt 
had overwhelmed the public Credit, and a long and 
un ſucceſsful War with all his Neighours had cut off 
the Flower of his Country. | 

Lis in vain therefore, *tis abſolutely contrary to 
Experience to 94 that we ſhall be ever able 
to put᷑ a ſtop to the Progteſs of the French Arms up- 
on the Continent, merely by interrupting their Com- 
metce by Sea. The utmoſt we can this way pretend 
to. Will be to prejudice their Trade for a Time; for 
totally to ruin it, I am afraid, will never be in our 
Power, unleſs, in the moſt literal Senſe of the 
Word, we were able to cover the Ocean with our 
Veſſels. Their Merchantmen, under ſmall Convoys, 
or even Without any, will be continually flipping 


Backwards and forwards from one Port to another, in 


ſpite of all we can do to prevent them, whilſt ſome- 
times a, South · ſea, fſometimes a Regiſter-ſhip with its 


rich Freight, ſafely arrived at Breſt or Cadiz, will 


enable.them to maintain their Armies, and carry their 
NNE Ciw it. ie Jil i T6.3h:24 {3 9h | 8 4 

all-conquerin Schemes into Execution. 

However, that We may entirely deprive our Tho- 


mi ſtocleaus, ſuch amongſt us as are for truſting only 


to our Wooden Walls for our Security, of all poſſible 
Room for farther Cavil and Objection, we will go 
one Step farther yet; we will even ſuppoſe, that the 
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French will not for ſome Time after they are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Holland, c. particularly apply themſelves 
to the Augmentation of their Navy, that, ſtill en- 
gaged with their Neighbours upon the Terra- firma, 
they will wholly leave the Guard of their Coaſts and 
Trade to their numerous Privateets, and to a few 
Men of War only, whoſe Number they will take 
Care to encreaſe from time to time, as Occaſian 
offers, yet how long ſhall we be able to maintain 
the Sovereignty of the — even without an Enemy 
who will dare to come to an open Engagement with 
us! Our very Strength will deſtroy us, and we muſt 
inevitably ſink under the Weight of our own Power. 
For, to preſerve our Trade in the W:/t-Jndies from 
Spaniſh, French, and Dutch Privateers and Frigates, 
to detend our Colonies from the formidable Enemy 
at their back, we muſt have a conſtant and numerous 
Fleet in thoſe Parts, We muſt be continually ſend- 
ing ſtrong Convoys, with all ſorts of Neceflaries for 
our Ships and Forces in thoſe Countries. We muſt 
have another conſiderable Navy continually riding 
in the Mediterranean, as well to protect our Levant 
Trade and to cover Mahon and Gibraltar, as to di- 
{ſtreſs and annoy our Enemies. Other Ships of 
Force we muſt have upon the Coaſt of Africa 
and in the Eaft-Indies; while ill more numerous 
Fleets muſt be left at Home to quiet the Apprehen- 
ſions of the People, and to defend our own Shores, 
with thoſe of Scotland and Ireland, from the perpe- 
cual Inſults of our infolent Neighbours. May it 
not then be fairly asked, how are all theſe Ships tobe 
maintained, and where ſhall we create Funds ſufh- 
cient to pay ſuch a numerous Army of Seamen, and 
to anſwer all other the prodigious Demands of ſo 


mighty a Navv. 
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If it be ſuggeſted, as it has been ſontetimes done, 
| that our Land-Forces with all their Appendages, 
that our Penſions and Subſidies to foreign Princes, 
are little leſs chan unnece ſſary to the Service of the 
Kingdom, and that this whole Expence may be ſafe- 
ly converted to the ſole Uſe of the Fleet - to this it 
may be replied, that the Suggeſtion itſelf is funda- 
mentally wrong; for in the firſt Place it ſuppoſes that 
when all the Ports of Ho/land, Flanders, Portugal, 
&c. are in the Hands of our Enemies, and a Trade 
with them abſolutely prohibited, we ſhall ſtill be 
-able to raiſe as much Money upon the Public, as we 
do at preſent; but this there is no thinking Perſon 
but will acknowledge to be abſolutely impoſlible. 
For the Interruption, or Ruin rather, of our Zuro- 
pean- Trade, at the ſame Time that it neceſſarily drags 
along with it a great Part of the Public Revenue, 
will cauſe lkewife a Fall in the Value of our Lands; 
and conſequently thoſe two plentiful Reſources of 
our preſent Wealth and Credit will be then wholly 
cut off, or at leaſt extremely diminiſhed. Secondly, 
it ſuppoſes that tho' there be ſcarcely a fortified Town 
or Caſtle in the whole Country, tho' our Metropolis 
itſelf be without Walls and defenceleſs, yet that 
there is not the leaſt Need ot any Standing-Army, or 
regular Forces to guard and protect this Iſland 
But this Suggeſtion let our late violent Hurries and 
— our late Frights and Pannics an- 
wer. | 
Thus then muſt it neceſſarily happen, ſuch will 
be the terrible Situation of this Iſland, whenever the 
Ports of Hand, Flanders, &c. ſhall be either in the 
Hands ot France, or under the Influence and Direc- 
tion of that n placable Enemy—the inevitable Ruin 
of our Trade, and ſpeedy Deſtruction of our civil 
8 \ | and 
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and religious Liberties. But, we thank Almighiy 
God, Things are not yet reduced to this deſpe— 
rate State, tho' the grand. Criſis ſeems not to be 
far off, "Lhe fatal impending Stroke may be perhaps 
yet averted, if we ſeize the preſent favourable Op- 
portunity of joining with our Allies, who invoke our 
Aſſi ſtance, and, in ſtrict Union with them, act with 
that Vigour and Unanimity, which the Importance 
of the Occafion demands. The great End we are 
to aim at, the Meaſure we are ever ſteadily to purſue, 
is to prevent the above-mentioned Countries from 
falling into the Power of the Houle of Bourbon. 
Our Pcoſperity, Our very Exiſtence as a free, inde- 
pendant and Proteſtant Nation, depends upon this 
ſingle Point; there is no thinking Man but ſees this, 
and no fincere Friend of his Country but acknow- 
ledges it, and is for taking every Step to prevent it. 

he only Queſtion 3 before us at preſent 
is, how this great Point may moſt certainly be 
brought to a happy Concluſion? whether it may be 
beſt effected by breaking at once all our Treaties 
wirh our Allies upon the Continent, by encreaſing 
our Navy, and turning our whole Thoughts as well 
as Revenue, towards maintaining the Superiority of 
our Fleet; or by ſteadily per fiſting in thoſe Meaſures 
which both we, and the Wiſdom of our Forefathers, 
have purſued for more than theſe two Ages paſt, 
and, in ſtrict Conjunction with our Allies, acting vi- 
gorouſly againſt the common Enemy by Land, as well 
as Sea? It indeed it could clearly be made appear, 
that our Allies were ſufficiently provided to take Care 
of themſelves; that they were a Match for the Houſe 
of Bourbon, and well able to defend their own Terri— 
tories, without the Aſſiſtance of Men and Money from 
us--then perhaps it might not be inexpedient to follow 


B 2 that 


| ( 20 ) | 3 
that Scheme of Conduct which might be moſt ſave- 
ing of the Treafure of the Nation but if the 
contrary be evident ; 4f it be moſt evident that the 


Ditch, for Inſtance, are by no Means able to with- 


ſtand the French, either alone or joined with any 
Saccours they may have Reaſon to expect from 
their Neighbours on the Continent; the Conſe- 
uence is then indiſputable, is indeed ſelt-evidenr, 
that we muſt either aſſiſt them in that Way in which 
only we can give them the neceſſary Aſſiſtance, 
(chat is, by Land) or we muſt periſh with them 
the Alternative is certain. | 4 
Let me then ask the moſt ſanguine of our The- 
miſtccleans, how long they think Holland, oppreſ- 
ſed as it is with Debts, its Treaſury exhauſted, its 
Trade upon the whole declining, its Fleet out of 
repair, divided into Factions, and, from the Nature 
of its civil Conſtitution, perpetually expoſed to the 


undermining Attacks of French Gold how long 


they imagine the United-Provinces, in this diſtreſs- 
ful Situation, will be able to withſtand the nume- 
rous and approaching Armies of France? their own 
Forces, moſt feds, are abſolutely unequal to 
the arduous Tasx— But may they not hire as ma- 
ny Troops as are neceſſary from their Neighbours on 
the other Side of the Rhine, who are always ready 
enough to diſpoſe of their Subjects upon ſuch Oc- 
caſions?.— But how will it be poſſible for them, 
alone and unſupported, to find all the neceſſary 
Sums, as well to anſwer their own preſſing De- 
mands, as to evade the Intrigues of their potent Ene- 
my ? at beſt, how ſlow are the Motions, and whac 
Difficulties generally attend the march, the recruit- 
ing, and the command of ſuch ſort of Mercenaries? 
But we will even ſuppoſe, that the Dutch Army 
was already joined with thirty or forty thouſand Au- 
ftrians, 
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ſtrians, Germans, Ec. and that their whole Num- 
ber amounted to eighty thouſand effective Men 
yet what could even fuch an Army do at this im- 
portant Crifis? Would it be able to meet an hun- 
dred thouſand French in the Field, and at the ſame 
Time to cover Towns, ſecure Gariſons, &? Such 
an Army, it is true, if it could be got together, and 
got together in Time, (which I believe will be 
ſome what difficult, confidering the low Eſtate of 
the Imperial Finances) might J 
defer the Fate of Holland for a little while, but 
could not poſſibly ſtop the continual Progreſs of the 
French Arms, and fave it from being ſwallowed up 
at laſt. In ſhort, upon Suppoſion of the Neutrality 
of England, and for England not to act by Land as 
well as by Sea in Defence of its Allies upon the Con- 
tinent, is really to be neutral; I fay, upon Suppoſi- 
tion of the Neutrality of England, Holland in all 
probability would be reduced under the French Yoke 
in two, or three, Campaigns at fartheft, If our 
ſuperior Fleet was not able to fave even Oftend 
from theſe Conquerors, ſurely it will be ſtill of leſs 
Service in protecting the inland Towns of the Lm 
Countries Nor could any Diverſion we might 
be able to make by attacking the French Sea Coaſts 
be of the leaſt Advantage to our Allies, or give any 

great Interruption to the Schemes of the grand Ene- 
my; as theſe Towns are always well prepared againſt 
any fudden Invaſion, and require but a {mall Propor- 
tion of Forces to defend them. 

I muſt therefore lay it down as an undoubted 
Fact, nor can it be too much inſiſted upon in the 
preſent Conjuncture, that the Dutch are not able to 
defend themſelves by their own Strength; that 
whether the Empire be at Peace or War with 
France, the Succours, which may reaſonably be ex- 
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pected from thence for the Service of the Low 
Countries, will not be ſufficient to fave them, and 
conſequently, that nothing but our ſending a good 
Body of Land Forces from England, or, what 
comes to much the ſame Thing, taking a proper 
Number of foreign Forces into our own Pay, and 
acting vigorouſly in Conjunction with aur Allies, 
will be able to do it; and happy will it be for both 
Nations, if this Meaſure be found effectual. 

[ repeat it again, acting vigorouſly in Conjunition 
with our Allies; far without them, unleſs they 
like wiſe will heartily concur with us, and exert their 
whole Power, our utmoſt Efforts will be vain and 


ine ffectual to ſave them, they muſt neceſlarily pe- 


riſh, and, however fatal the Conſequence may be 
to owlſelves, we muſt ſtand by and ſee it. For no 
Adminiſtration will be ever able to vindicate its 
Conduct to the Nation far waſting its Blood and 
Treaſure in Defence of its Neighbours, unleſs there 
be ſome Proſpect of ſucceeding in the glorious At- 
tempt, which there cannot be, if we are deſerted 
and left to act alone. England, Holland, and the 
Empire! what can they not do, whilſt they conti- 
nue united! to what affrighting Dangers are they 
not, each in their Turn, a Fg =. raph they 
luffer Envy, Jealouſy, Diſtruſt, and mutual Suſpi- 
cion to divide and weaken them 

"Tis, indeed, extremely unfortunate to be placed 
in ſuch a troubleſome Situation, where our national 
Happineſs ſo intimately depends upon that of other 
People ; but whilſt we are a trading Nation, thus it 
muſt neceſſarily be; qur Cuſtomers are our Strength 


and Support; reduce them, therefore, to ſuch a State 


of Weakneſs and Dependance as no longer to have 

it in their Power to lay out their 

us, and we mult fink of courſe; what, therefore, we 
| | cannot 
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cannot prevent, 'tis our Duty to make the beſt of--- 
If my Neighbour's Unkindneſs, or Ingratitude, or 
Miſconduct, will not let me ſave him for his own 
Sake, Self intereſt muſt make me endeavour at leaſt 
to fave kim for my own. If we are reſolved to de- 
fend the Town to the utmoſt, we muſt take Care 
to preſerve the Qutworks as long as poſſible. What 
then the Auſtrian Netherlands are to Holland, that 
is Holland to England, its Bulwark and Bartier, and 
conſequently we are very little leſs concerned in its 
Defence, than the Dutch themſelves are moro 
concerned we neither are, nor can be; and, there- 
fore, tig highly unreaſonable in our 25 if 


they expect that we ſhould continue to do more for 


them, than they ſeem willing to do for themſelves : 
whilſt we are ready to meet them half Way, and 
heartily to join with them in carrying on the Com- 
mon Cauſe——this is the utmoſt they ought to re- 
quire of us, and is indeed Encouragement ſufficient 
for them to put an End to that temporizing Con- 
duct, which they have ſo long purſued, and enter 
upon the moſt vigorous Meaſures, as well for their 
preſent as future Security againſt the open and inſi- 
dious Attacks of their inveterate Enemy. 

It we now proceed to conſider the political Con- 
dition of the other States of Europe, it will be no dit- 
ficult Matter to demonſtrate in the firſt Place the 


utter Impoſſibility there is, that the King of Sardi- 


nia, or thoſe other Eſtates of Italy, which belong 
to the Emperor, or the Houſe of Auſtria, ſhould 
be ever able to withſtand the Power of France, 
Spain, and Naples, upon Suppoſition that Exgiand 


was once come to a Reſolution to act with its Fleet 


only in their Defence. For if thoſe Countries are - 
_ at preſent in ſo imminent a Hazard of finking under 


the Weight, opprefled, as they are, by the different 


Branches 
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Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon, how much more 
rerrible will be their Situation, when there is no 
farther Diverſion to be hoped for in Flanders to 
call off Part of the French Forces; and no more 
Money to be:expe&ed from England to give Life 
and Spirit to the diſtreſſed and exhauſted Natives ? 
He that knows any Thing of the Matter, will 


readily acknowledge, that, in theſe Circumſtances, 


the Conqueſt of Italy would fcarcely be more than 
the Buſineſs of a ſingle Campaign. This well de- 
ſerves the moſt ſerious Conſidetation both of the 
Swiſs, and the Venetians, | 

Tie true, Italy was formerly remarkable for be- 
ing fatal to the Armies of France, ſo that it has been 
empharically ſtiled by ſome Hiſtorians, their Grave. 
But the Conqueſt of this Country : will be much 
more eaſily executed in the preſent Situation of their 
Affairs, backed as they are by Naples, and ſupported 


by the whole Power of Spain——and wilt our Fleets 


be able to prevent the Spaniard from ſending con- 


tinual Supplies to his Forces in Italy by Sea ? with 


all our Skill and Vigilance, we have not hitherto 
been able to effe& even thus much; or will rhey be 
{ufficient to prevent numerous Armies from perpe- 
tually marching into it over Land? will it keep off 
the Siege or Bombardment of Turin? we have, 
indeed, a noble Navy, nor is it, 1 believe, more 
than Truth, to aſſert, that the Royal Fleet of Eng- 
land would' be a Match for all the reſt of Europe 
together, could it fairly engage with their con- 
joined Squadrons in the open Seas. But let us not 
expect Impoſſibilities from our Ships, let us not 
vainly expect them to fail and act upon dry Land, 

or to command the Winds and Seaſons. 
We have no Trade ar preſent, which turns to a 
greater national Account, than that which is carried 
15 on 
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on with. Portugal. "Tis our undoubted Intereſt, 
therefore, ro watch aver their Independance, to 
warn them of future Dangers, to take every Mea- 
{ure for their Security, and to maintain their Crown, 
as tis at preſent ſettled, in the Braganza Family. 
But who is ſo weak as to imagine, that after the 
Spaniards have once finiſhed their Conqueſts in 
Italy, they will not renew their ancient an repeat- 
ed Pretenſions to this Kingdom? and how long 
will Portugal, if left ro its own Strength only, be 
able to hold out againſt the united Forces of France 
and Spain, or even againſt the Arms of Spain alone 
if it acts with its whole Vigour? yet this muſt be 
the Caſe, they muſt be left to their own Strength 


only; for where ſhall they procure the neceſſary 


Succours? Holland and Italy are by this Time no 
more; and as to England, its new Scheme of acting 
by Sea only, ſhould it ever be embraced, will nor 
permit it to ſend forty thouſand Land-men to their 
Aſſiſtance—and yet we may depend upon it, that 
the Fleet, which was not able to defend Offend, will 
be as little available in preſerving Lisbon from the 
Hands of its Enemies. Portugal therefore, like all 
the reſt of its Neighbours, mult ſoon be reduced to 
beg for Terms, and yield to the ſuperior Power of 
the Houſe of Bourbon. | 
I have hitherto taken but little Notice of th 

German Empire, in Examination of the ſeveral 
Points before me; not for want of any Reſpect to 
that auguſt Body, but becauſe I really look upon it as 
utterly unable in itſelf to prevent the Conqueſt of 
Holland, Italy, or Portugal. I grant, indeed, whilſt 
the whole 3 whilſt the ſeveral Members of 
that huge diſproportioned Body continue firmly uni- 
ted he one Head, and may be perſuaded to a& 


againſt the general Enemy with one Heart and 


Hand, 
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Hand, as there is Reaſon to hope it may in the pre- 
ſent Junfture, much, very much, may be expected 
from the German valour and military Experience in 
Favour of the Liberties of Europe, if properly ſup- 
ported. For Vabur and Experience alone are not 
{ſufficient to maintain the common Cauſe, where the 
Nerves of War are weak and defe&ive—We will 
ſuppoſe then, that the Empire had determined to 
attack Franc? on the Side of Alſace with all its 
Force—but where ſhall it find Money to put the 
ative Reſolutions of irs Diet into Execution, and to 
fupport ſo numerous an Army, as ſuch an Expedition 
will require? Trade there is but little in all that vaſt 
Region, to promote a perpetual Circulation of Caſh, 
and fill the Exchequers of its ſeveral Princes: Want 
of Money therefore will be now, as it has likewiſe 
been for theſe many Ages paſt, an invincible Obſta- 
cle to the military Operations of the Germanic Body, 
"Tis probable, indeed, was Germany itlelt to be 
again attacked. as we have frequently ſeen it of late, 
the brave Natives would even hazard their Lives 
without Pay, where their own Liberty was ſo im- 
mediately concerned: But how would this contri- 
bute to the Preſervation of Holland, and to the In- 
dependance of the reſt of Europe? — He who thinks 
of invading a foreign Country with Succeſs, a Coun- 


try populous and firmly united in itſelf, muſt not 


only have Treaſure enough to furniſh his Soldiers 
with their continual Subſiſtance, but to procure all 
the neceſl. ry Intelligence, to ere& Magazines, to 
provide conftant Supplies of Ammunition, and thoſe 
ren thouſand other Things, which a large Army is 
in perpetual Need of. here then ſhall the Em- 
pire procure the Money requifite for ſo great an Un- 
dertaking ? at Home it cannot raiſe it; that is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible ; and Holland is ioo much diſtreſſed 

ö to 
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to furniſh all the neceſſary Sums: Recourſe there- 
fore muſt be had ro England; and how ought we to 
act in this Caſe? are we calmly to ſee the good 
Diſpoſitions of the Empire loſt for want of a little 
pecuniary Aſſiſtance! there is no Man, I hope, in 
the whole Nation ſo very mean-fſpirited as to give 
this Advice in ſpire, therefore, of all their Re- 
ſolutions to the contrary, even our Themiftocleans, 
in this Inſtance, would find themſelves under a Sort 
of Neceſſity of breaking thro their naval Plan of O- 
perations, and of intermeddling in the Affairs of the 
Continent. 

As to the more Northern Powers of Europe, they 
are too far removed from the Scene of Action, and 
think themſelves too little concerned in the preſent 
Danger to act with that Vigour and Reſolution, 
which the common Neceſſities of Europe require. 
Money, indeed, if plentifully beſtowed, may do 
much with them, and perſuade them to almoſt any 
Thing, the Prince who bids higheſt may command 
their Forces, or at leaſt their Nn, We 
much Regard paid to the due ot his Cauſe, or 
indeed to their own true Intereſt, But in the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of Things, who ſhall hire this 
Northern Army ? 'The Dutch will be too much en- 
paged in their own neceſſary Defence to be able to 
{pare all the Caſh requiſite for this Purpoſe; nor will 
our new Scheme of Politics (ſhould it ever obtain) 
permit England to give Penſions to their Princes, or 
to take their Troops into our Pay if it will, why 
all that Clamour againſt former Meaſures of this Na- 
ture, and the unreaſonable Outcry againſt the pre- 
{ent Plan of acting? —— lf indeed the Empire, as 
ſuch, ſhould be formally attacked by the Houſe of 


Bourbon, Self- preſervation, tis probable, may in- 


cline the Northern Princes to ſend it ſome Aſſiſtance, 


eyen upon the moſt eaſy Terms; but unleſs this 
| Was 
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was to be the Caſe, they will very little concern 
themſelves with what becomes of the reſt of Europe, 
any farther than mere weight of Metal may be able 
to operate upon them ln general, People are but 
too well pleaſed to ſee their Neighbours humbled, 
and their Rivals in Trade, or Power, or Influence, 
reduced a little lower, without conſidering (whilſt 
the Danger is at ſome Diſtance trom them) how the 
Event may in the End affect themſelves. "Tis this 
ill natured, or envious Principle ſhall I call it, which 
has ſo effectually blinded the Eyes of ſome of my 
own Countrymen, and will have the ſame unhappy 
Effect upon the more remote States of Europe, 
whilſt they regard only the preſent, and negle& the 
true Intereſt of their Country. 

I ſhould be extremely glad to be well convinced, 
that the Power of France was not indeed ſo great, 
as it has been here repreſented; that ruined in its 
Trade, exhauſted of Men and Money, neither 
Holland, England, or the reſt of Europe, had any 
Thing, as yet, to fear from its reſtleſs Machinations. 
But this would be to cry Peace, Peace, where there 
was no Peace; it would be lulling ourſelves into a 
fatal Security, when the Danger was really greateſt, 
and conſequently, however quietly we might fit un- 
der ſach a Calm for a little while, the Paroxyſm 
would ſoon return upon us with redoubled Fury.--- 
Tis indiſputable, I think, that the Power of France 
has never appeared greater, nor more formidable 
than it has fince the Death of the late Emperor 
Charles VI; becauſe never was it ſo firmly united 
with Spain before, as it has been fince the furious 
Clamour of a miſtaken and deceived People drove 
us into a War with this latter Nation. From this 
remarkable Era we may truly date the Beginning of 
our own. Calamities, as well as thoſe under which 
the reſt of Eurote groan We knew the * 
| | | mards 
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niards alone were not able to withſtand the Power 


of England, therefore, right or wrong, we will 


make War with them! no! for that very Rea- 
ſon we will not make War with them, unleſs abſo- 
lute Neceſſity reduces us to it, becauſe we ſhall by 
this Means neceſſarily force them to throw them- 
ſelves, Carte Blanche, into the Arms of France for 
Aſſiſtance, and conlequently by our own Folly and 
Raſhneſs effe& that very Meaſure for our moſt dan- 
gerous Enemy, which all the Policy, Cunning, and 
even Force of old Lewis could never thoroughly 
bring about. | 7 

”1 is this ſtrict Union then between France and 
Spain, which adds ſo much real Strength to the 


_ Houſe of Bourbon, and gives it a Terror, which it 


never ſo completely had before. For what will not 
the inexhauſtible Treaſures of the Indies do, when 
diſtributed by the moſt able Politicians? They will 
not only maintain Armies, but even blind the Eyes 
of the wiſe againſt their own true Intereſt; they 
will defend former Acquiſitions, and purchaſe new 
ones, Which could not otherwiſe be to eaſily con- 
quered——nor will it ever be in our Power (what- 
ever ſome People may affect to think) however wiſe- 
ly our Ships of War may be ſtationed and diſtribu- 
ted, to prevent large Quantities of the All- powerful 
Metal from being continually imported both into 
France and Spain. 

The old Spaniards, it is probable, are not quite 
ſo well pleaſed to be thus unequally yoked with the 
French, but that they with themſelves fairly got rid 
of their inſolent Companions. They are too politic 
not to ſee, that this Union between the two Nations 
muſt terminate at length in their abſolute Depen- 
dance upon that encroaching Power, which never 
lets ſlip any Opportunity of fixing and eſtabliſhing 
its own Authority) but what ſhall they do Nen, 
chem- 
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themſelves in the preſent exhauſted Condition of 
their Country, poor and half peopled? — nay, 
ſhould even their preſent King or Queen die, and 
by thar Means furniſh them with a Sort of Oppor- 
tunity of attempting to ſhake off that abject Depen- 
dance, which is every Day encreafing upon them, 
yet I don't ſee how they will be able to make a pro- 
per Uſe of the Conjuncture in re-aflerting their for- 
mer Liberty. Their own natural Stren 3 tis cer- 
tain, is by no Means ſufficient to enable them to 
throw off the French Influence and Dominion over 


them To whom then ſhall they fly for Relief? 


not to. England, their old Friends and Support in 
Time of Danger and Diſtreſs ; becauſe we are at 
War with them; and, what is ſtill worſe, at War 
with them, I am afraid, we muſt ever be, whilſt we 

erfiſt in our Reſolution of not making any Peace 
with them but upon the previous Condition of no 
Search but in Port. do not ſo much inſiſt up- 
on the mutual Intermatriages between the two 
States; but it wants no great political Penetration to 
ſee, that whilſt Spais is at war with England, and 
Italy and Portugal remain unconquered, France 


may be always ture of e e the Spaniſ# 


Councils, the Spaniſh Treaſures, an 
Arms. | 

Still leſs Reaſon have we to expect, that when 
once the King of Sardinia, and the Dutchy of Tuſ- 
cany ſhall be reduced, the Italian Branches of the 


the Spaniſh 


Houſe of Bourbon ſhould ever attempt to reaſſume 


their Liberty, and ſhake off the Authority, which 
France is every Day acquiring over them. If Don 
Philip ſhould gain an Eſtabliſhment in Lombardy, 
nothing 1s more Certain, than that both he and his 
Brother of Naples muſt ever be dependant fot Sup- 
port upon the Hand that made them Kings, Thy 
| wou 
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would ſtand too much in Awe of their new-con- 
uered Subjects to ſet up for themſelves ; and as no- 
ing but their ſtri& Alliance with France would 
be able to ſecure their Dominions, there is no Que- 
ſtion to be made, but they would pun&ually purſue 

this Meaſure. | 
The Venetians, indeed, may at length be brought 
to acknowiedge the Neceſſity of exerting themſelves 
in Defence of the Liberty of [taly; but vain will 
be their ſtrongeſt Efforts, and very little good will 
they be able to do either themſelves or the Common 
Caule, if they defer engaging in the War, until 


their Allies are all deſtroyed; and 'tis not unlikely, 


that even this wife Republic, at leaſt its Dominions 
upon the Terra Firma, may at length fall a Sacrifice 
to its Caution, to its darling Maxim of a Neutrality, 
and of never interpoſing in the Affairs of its Neigh- 
bours. It. is, indeed, extremely weak, and impoli- 
ric, to be always ſeeking Expence, and running our- 
ſelves into Dangers, where there is no Neceſſity for 
it; but {till more imprudent, and abſurd is it to let 
the impending Ruin come juſt to our own Doors, 
before we begin to make uſe of our Strength to op- 
pole it. FT A, 

Such then is the preſent Situation of Europe, the 
Houſe of Bourbon every-where encroaching upon its 
Neighbours, ſtill adding Town to Town, and go- 
ing on from Strength to Strength, whilſt the bor- 
dering States, partly thro' their own inteſtine Fac- 
tions, and partly for want of Men and Money to 
Carry their more vigorous Reſolutions into Execu- 
tion, are every-where obliged by little and little to 
retreat before them. Nothing then but the moſt 
vigorous Interpoſition of Exgland, at this Juncture, 
is able to ſave Europe; and, give me leave once 
more to repeat it, very happy will it be for this Na- 
tion. 


—— ———ͤ m — 


\ 


(32 ] 

rion, as well as for its Allies, if ſuch Interpoſiion be 

found ſucceſsful! x 
In ftrift Conjunction with the States upon the 
inent, we may, indeed, do much to ſtop this 
perperual Progreſs of the Houſe of Bourbon, and re- 
duce that overgrown Power within ſuch Bounds, as 
the Safery of irs Neighbours may require; but with- 
out them we ſhall be able to effect very little, and 
even leſs, perhaps, can they do without us; there 
muſt be an unteſerved, a friendly and active Union 
of all the Parties concerned, it they expect that the 
Advantages ariſing from the common Confederacy 
ſhould be equal rothe common Danger. Let them 
remember by what Means old Rome — Emprels 
ot the World, and eſtabliſhed its Dominions over 
ſo many ſtrong and powerful Nations. One of its 
own Hiſtorians has empharically exprefled ir in a 


very few Words, dum pugnant finguli, univerſi vin- 


cantiir. 

That Man then muſt be wilfully Blind, who 
does not ſee all this; every Body, indeed, does ſci 
it, and in ſome Sort acknowledge it They ac- 
knowledge ir, when they ſay, chat tis for the Inte- 
reſt of England not to ſuffer the Houſe of Bourbon 
to become more powerful than it is, nor that any of 
our Alhes upon the Continent be reduced under the 
Yoke of France The only Difference, therefore, 
between Engliſhmen is, what are the moſt proper, 
rhe moſt effectual Means to prevent the 1mpending 
Miſchief, which all ſeem ſo much to dread; for 
they that will the End, if they are ſincere in theit 


Pretenſions, muſt neceſſarily will the Means. 


Suppoſe then, in order to ſave the Nation's Mo- 
ney, we were to act with our Fleet only in this Con- 
juncture? how would his affect the French Schemes 
upon the Continent? will our Fleet be able to pro- 
tect Luxemburg h, Antwerp, or Philips burgb? will 


the 
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the whole Royal Nayy of England prevent Turin 
from being beſieged, and taken? impoſſible! let 
us then add, (that we may drive Matters as near as poſ- 
ſible) to our continual and ſtrongeſt Efforts by Sea, 
(for theſe muſt never be intermitted) a few ſeaſona- 
ble Subſidies to ſuch of our Allies upon the Conti- 
nent, as are moſt in want of pecuniary Supplies. 
But even this Meaſure, tho* ſomewhat more effectual 
than the former, would upon the Experiment, I am 
afraid, be found not altogether ſufficient to anſwer 
the mighty Purpoſes we ſhould expect from it. Iam 
not now conſidering, and welghing nicely as in a 
Pair of Scales, whether we might not poſſibly ſave 
the Nation two or three hundred thouſand Pounds a 
Year, if inſtead of ſending them a powerful Army, 
we aſſiſted our Allies with our Fleet and Money only. 
The Difference on either Side is a meer Trifle, 
when our all is at Stake - but what I chiefly inſiſt 
upon 1s, that this Scheme in all probability would 
not anſwer the Purpoſe it is intended for, thatit would 
be neither ſo advantageous to ourſel ves, or our Allies, 
as employing as many of our national Troops, as 
might conveniently be ſpared, and takipg a proper 
Number of foreign ones into our Pay, and under 
our own Direction. For the Money, which is voted 
in Parliament for Subſidies to foreign Powers, may 
be beſtowed we know not how ; ſome of it may ſtop 
at home for prompt Payment, for Freightage, tor 
the Expence of returning; more of it may fall to che 
Share of hungry indigent Courtiers abroad, or be 
thrown away in magnificent Shows, Coronations, 
Sc. and but a ſmall Share of it be left to be expend- 
ed according to the original Intention of the Donors: 
Whereas, by employing our own Troops in the Ser- 
vice, whether national or hired, we have ſtronger 
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Aſſurance of the Succeſs of their Operations. All Eu- 
rope is convinced that we are heartily concerned i n 
the common Cauſe, that we are reſolved to ſtand by 
our Treaties, and in earneſt in Defence of our Allies. 
This again will give Life and Spirit to them in re- 
turn, and they will all act with double Confidence 


and Vigour, when they are aſſured of being ſo pow- 


erfully fſupported—and, what cannot be roo much 
regarded, we ſhall by this Means keep equal Pace 
with our Neighbours in the Art of War, and have 
an Army of well diſciplined and veteran Soldiers 


with experienced Officers and Generals at their 


Head, if we ſhould again, as at preſent, have a 
more immediate Call for them ourſelves at home. 
In ſhort, the Danger is now become too great 
and preſſing, as well as too near us, to be gazed 
upon witly Indifference, or to be lightly ſported 
with— | he grand Criſis ſeems not to be far off, and 
conſequently this is no | ime for trying new Expe- 
rimerts. Were we to temporize, and act with half 
our Strength only in this perilous Conjuncture, that 


half would moſt indiſputably be thrown away, and 


at the Year's End we ſhould certainly be found to 
have exhauſted ourſelves to no manner of Purpoſe 
If then we will fave Europe, it indeed we will 
ſave England as a free, trading, and proteſtant 
Country, whatever may be the Conſequence, we 
mult act with our whole Force, both by Sea and 
Land, both in Europe and America 

Frugality, I grant, is a molt excellent Virtue as 
well in the CEconomy of States, as of private Fa- 
milies; bur, as the wiſe Man has long ſince ob- 
ſerved, there is a Lime to ſpend, as well as a Time 


to ſpare; and ſure Jam, if ever there was a Time 


to ſpend, *cis now; hen all that ought to be near 
and 


. 

and dear to us as Men, as Engliſhmen, and as Chriſt- 
tans is at Stake! who does not ſcorn the abject 
Wretch, who, when he is in Danger of immediate 
Death, eries out there is no need of being at the 
Expence of a Phyſician, he has a good Conſtitution, 
has often eſcaped the Grave already, is willing to 
truſt Nature, and ſo dies to ſave Charges? but ſtill 
more contemptible are thoſe State-Miſers, who, 
under the plauſible Pretence of ſaving the Nation's 
Money, will endanger the Peace and Happineſs of 
ſo many Millions of People. 

Surely 'tis our net ſeeing the imminent Danger 
we are expoſed to, the inevitable Ruin which at- 
tends us, when once Holland ſhalt be ſwallowed up 
by France, that makes us thus languid in its De- 
fence, and thus divided upon the Expediency of 
thoſe active Meaſures which are propoſed to fave it, 
and which only can fave it. Could we but once 
be made thoroughly ſenſible of the ſtrict Connection 
between England and the Low: Countries, that they 
are indeed its Barrier, its Outworks, we ſhould 
think no Expence too great in aſſiſting them to 
maintain their independence, and at the fame Time 
to ſecure the Flame of War, as far as poſſible, from 
reaching our own Doors. Our late Terrors and 
Alarms will, I hope, produce thus much Benefit 
to the Nation, as to perſuade us to ſpend our Mo- 
ney rather in averting Dangers, and in preventing 
them from ever reaching our Borders, than in lay- 
ing it out in endeavouring to free ourſelves from 
them, after they have once invaded us, and are 
beginning to diſturb our internal Peace and Tran- 

uillity, Our Situation as an Iſland gives us in ſome 
Meaſure the Advantage of Byeſtanders, while others 
arc engaged in the Game. Placed as in a Watch- 
C2 Tower, 


36 


Iower, fecure from any immediate Danger of the 


Battle, which is every where raging around us, we 
have it in our Power to direct the Storm, to ſee 
where the neceſſary Succours are moſt wanted, and 
if we act with proper Vigour and Unanimity, may 
always be ſure, that our Succours will not be alto- 
gether ineffectual. 
I 8am not for making romantic Conqueſts upon 
the Continent, ſuch as were formerly, as impoli- 
ticly as fruitleſsly, propoſed by our Edwards and 
our Henries ; but Selt-intereſt, yea Self-preſervation, 
I think, commands us ſo far to interfere with the 
Concerns of our Neighbours as to endeavour to 
keep the Peace between them, and punctually to 
fulfil our Treaties; to protect the Weaker againſt 
the Stronger, and ſo equally to maintain the Ba- 
lance of Power, as to be courted by them all in 
their Turns, and to ſecure ourſelves (the Point we 
always ought to aim at) an uninterrupted Freedom 
of Trading with them all. This has been the con- 
ſtant Plan upon which our wiſeſt Princes have form- 
ed their Conduct ever ſince the Time of Henry VIII. 
and to their prudent, critical, and vigorous Inter- 
poſitions, from Time to Time, with their potent 
Neighbours on the Continent, not only England in 
particular, but all the reſt of Europe has been more 
than once obliged for its Liberty and Independence. 
It was upon this Plan, after the fatal Battle of 
Pavia, that Henry VIII. faved both France and 
Italy from being ſwallowed up by the exorbitant 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria; and by theſe ſame 
Means likewiſe, that he afterwards prevented the 
Proteſtant States of Germany from being reduced 
under the abſolute Dominion of their Emperor. 
Charles V. had ambition, Courage, Woke and 
Power 


SD 


Power enough to have eftabliſhed that fifth Monar- 
chy he was ſo fond of, had he not been quite ſo 
eager and forward in the Purſuit ; but by graſping 
at too much at once, tho' he was generally ſucceſs- 
ful in all his particular Attempts, he miſcarried in 
his grand Deſign, The Weight of the King of 
England thrown into the French, the Italian, or 
the German Scale was always too heavy for him, 

Philip II. ſteadily purſued the fame Scheme of 
governing and giving Laws to Europe, tho* the 
Plan he proceeded upon was ſomewhat different 
from that of his Father. For what the one endea- 
voured to effect by open War, the other thought 
might more eaſily be brought about by the cloſe 
undermining Arts of Policy. If the Valour of the 
Father bordered a little upon Qyixo!i/hn, the Wif- 
dom of the Son had too — of the Fox im it, all 
his Neighbours ſuſpected it, took the Alarm, and 
guarded againſt it. He began by attempting to 
reduce the Netherlands to his Yoke, to an implicit 
Obedience to all his Commands, But here again 
he was prevented by a Queen of England, who 
both openly aſſiſted the poor diſtreſſed States with 
Men and Money, and boldly declared herſelf the 
Head of the Proteſtant League upon the Continent, 
with the Knowledge however, the Encouragement, 
and Concurrence of France. 

The ſtrict Union of France and England at this 
Juncture was too great an Obſtacle to Philip's Am- 
bition, not to make him endeavour all he could 
to put an End to it. He therefore raiſes, pro- 
motes, and ſupports a Faction of his own in France, 
and had it not been for Eugliſb Council, Eigliſb 
Money, and Engliſh Forces, he had oy ably 
demoliſhed the 55 ench Gs and made that State 


C 3 as 


( 38 ] 
as ſubſervient to his political Views, as his own a 
preſent are to thoſe of France. 

England muſt therefore at all Events be conquer- 
ed, as the only Power in Europe that was both able 
and willing to interrupt, to impede, and to ruin 
the Succels of the ian Schemes, This drew on 
the ſo famous Invaſion 1 Eighty-eight, which the 
good Providence of God rather than our own 


Strength diſappointed. 


Queen Elixabelh's Succeſſor purſued a very dif- 
ferent Plan of Policy from his Predeceflor. War 
he ſeemed to have a natural Antipathy to; full of 
his own Wiſdom, and conceited of his ſuperior Ta- 
lents, he depended entirely upon Negotiations; 
and accordingly his Embaſſadors were ſcen parade- 
ing it in every Court in Europe but as every 
Court in Europe knew King James's pacific Diſpo- 
ſition, ſo was he lightly eſteemed, and in his Turn 
duped by them all. His Allies diſtruſted and diſ- 
regarded him; his Enemies, the Enemies of the 
Peace of Europe, threatened, cajoled, deſpiſed, 
and governed him. The Conſequence of which 
was an univerſal Diſcontent and Uneaſineſs amongſt 
his own Subjects, the Loſs of the Palatinate and 
Kingdom of Bohemia to his Son-in-law, a general 
Invaſion of the Liberties of the Impertal States, the 
Piſtreſs of the King of Denmark, and a Diſſolution 
of the Alliance between England and France. 

The mutual and early diſtruſt between Charles J. 
and his own People prevented England from make- 
ing any conſiderable Figure abroad during the Reign 
of this unhappy Prince But had either he or 
his Miniſters known how to have made a proper 
Ule of the then-Situation of Europe, had. they at 
lcalt but taken due Care to have kept the Proteſt- 
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| 

| ant Intereſt alive in France, by ſupporting their 
oppreſſed Brethren of that Country, as they ought 

to have done, that Nation would never have been 

ſo potent, and lo juſtly formidable to all its Neigh- 

Eo bours, as we feel it to be at preſent. 

There are People who pretend to be mighty fond 
of Oliver Cromewell's Syſtem of Government; and 
nothing is more common than to hear his ſuperior 
Wiſdom extolled to the Skies; though, perhaps, 
after all his political Skill may be as juſtly dubious, 
as molt other Parts of that fortunate Man's Cha- 
racter. However, tis evident from his whole Con- 
duct after he came to the ſupreme Power, that he. 
thought England had ſomething to do with the 
Continent — tho? if ever there was a Time when 

it might be truly ſaid to have had nothing to do 
| with it, it was during his Adminiſtration. For fo 
| equally ballanced were the ſeveral principal States 
of Europe at this Juncture, Spain and France, the 
| Empire and Holland, that England could really 
|... have nothing to fear from any of them, either for 
| herſelf or her Allies. Nor ſhould I perhaps be 
thought to go too far in my Aſſertion was I to ſay, - 
that the Crown of France owes more to Cromwell”'s 
unſeaſonable War with Spain at its Requeſt, than it 
does even to the ſo-much-applauded Politics cf 
Richelieu himſelf. It was the Weight of England 
thrown into the French Scale at that critical Point 
of Time which has ever fiace inclined the Ballance 
in its Favour, | 
Charles II. indeed, had he acted as a King ot 

England ought to have done, might have brou: ght 
Matters to their former Equality, and once more 
have reſtored the Ballance of Power amongſt his 
" Neighbours — but inſtead of this, (thro* an Infa- 
C4 tuation, 
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tuation, I think, peculiar to his Family) he was 
continually throwing more Weight into that very 
Scale, which already was but too heavy. Whe- 
ther corrupted with French Gold, or thro! a Fond- 
neſs for that Couritry, whither his unhappy Exile 
had driven him for a Refuge. He both oppreſſed 
his beſt and moſt natural Allies the Dutch in two 
Sea-wats, and calmly ſuffered others to oppreſs 
them; he paid very little Regatd to the Complaints 
and Diſtreſſes of the Empire at that Time invaded 
by the Turk, and ſeems to have been even well pleaſed, 
whilſt the Spaniſh- Nruberlands were every Day ſink- 
ing under the Encroachments of France — Put his 
People were not thus eaſily blinded and miſled. 
They clearly ſaw their true Intereſt, and moſt ea- 
gerly wiſhed to purſue it. They ſtrenuouſiy y oppo- 
ſed the frenchified Councils of their King. They ad- 
dreſſed and voted Aſſiſtance to Holland, anda War 
upon the Continent. They readily contributed their 
Money towards carrying it on; and were willing 
to ſacrifice both their Lives and Fortunes to ſto 
this continual Progreſs of the French Arms. Their 
Actions, as well as. Speeches at this Time, all con- 
vince us, that it was the unbiaſſed Opiuion of the 
Politicians of | thoſe Days, that nothing but the 
vigorous, Interpoſition of Eugland could ſave either 
Lolland, the Empire,, or itſelf from the Arms and 
Policy of their common Enemy. 

The continual Murmurs of his Subjects drew on 
at lait a few warm Remonſtrances from their Kin 
againſt the Proceedings of the French, and introdu- 
ced a Series of Negotiations between the two Courts; ; 
but as there were no Forces ready to back the Diſ- 
patches of our Ambaſſadors, their Complaints, tho? 


received with all the outward Reſpect imaginable, 


were 
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were in reality laughed at and deſpiſed by the French 
they ſtill went on in their own Way ; conquered as 


they thought fit, and, when they were a little out 


of Breath, gave Peace to their Neighbours upon 
their own Conditions, 

The Liberty of Europe ſeemed now to have no 
other Dependance than upon the meer good Will 
and Ferbearance of the French King---the Netherlands 
were, for the greateſt Part, already reduced under 
the Yoke, the Dutch at Mercy, the Empire divided 
in itſelf and exhauſted by its late War with the Turk, 
and Spain, tho? backed with the Wealth of both the 
Indies, in want of every thing, Men, Money, and 
Council, and conſequently utterly unable to with- 
ſtand the next Attempts of their perſevering Enemy, 
which were every Day expected. England, indeed, 
had formerly ſaved Europe, when much ſuch another 
dangerous Criſis threatened its Independance, and 
the Houſe of Auſtria openly attempted a fifth Mo- 
narchy—but what Hopes, what reaſonable Expecta- 
tions of Succour could be raiſed from thence in the 
preſent unhappy Situation of that Country with 
James II. at its Head? a Prince in ſtrict Alliance 
with the common Adverſary! a Prince, who inſtead 
of defending the Liberties of Europe, was every Day 


_ undermining and attacking thoſe of his own Subjects! 


a Prince, whoſe very Religion prompted him to with 
the utter Subverſion of the whole Proline Intereit 
and its Allies! The French therefore might with ſome 
Reaſon expect his Concurrence in carrying on their 


Schemes, as he in return might want their Aid to- 


wards the Eſtabliſhment of his own ? But what Good 


could Europe, or even his own People, ever hope for 
from ſuch a Prince ? 


His Subjects, therefore, wiſely foreſeeing the dou- 
| ble 
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ble Danger, the immediate Danger they were in 
both of becoming themſelves the Slaves of their own 
King, and their Country a Province of France, very 
early entered into the beſt Meaſures to prevent it, 
They fly for Refuge to the Prince of Orange, whoſe 
near Alliance to the Crown gave him the belt Title to 
defend its Independance, and whoſe military Skill, 
and warm Zcal for the common Cauſe, marked him 
out as the moſt proper Perſon to ſtem the overbear- 
ing Torrent of the French Succeſs. The Dutch were 
too ſenſible of their own Intereſt, not to hearken 
immediately to the Cries of their injured and op- 
preſſed Allies; a large Fleet is fitted out, an Army 
is landed in England,. Providence proſpers the glori- 
ous Attempt, the Tyrant abdicates, Peace is reſto- 
red, and Liberty and Religion once more reaſſume 
their wonted Throne in this happy Iſland. From 
this Period followed a long and bloody War between 
Europe and France, with a King of England once 
more at the Head of the grand Confederacy. 

*Tis ridiculous therefore, yea *tis highly iniquitous 
to aſſert, as the Manner of ſome amongſt us is, that 
the War berween King William and France was be- 
gun meerly tq ſupport his Title, that it was only a 
Diſpute whether he or James ſhould be the King of 
England. If there are any Perſons, who are really 
ſincere when they ſay this, *tis no want of Charity to 
tell them, that they know nothing at all of the State 
of Europe at the Time of the Revolution. Would 
King William have tamely winked at the Deſigns of 
France upon the Netherland:, could he have been per- 
ſuaded to have ſtood till, whilſt Holland and the 
Empire had been attacked by that rapacious Power, 
no one would have been more forward than Lewis 
himſelf to have acknowledged his Title, and to 

have 
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have ſtood by him in Defence of it; and as it had 
before happened to his Brother Charles II. under Ma- 
zarin's Adminiitration, the abdicated Monarch muſt 
ſoon have been obliged to have fought another Coun- 
try to have taken Refuge in. Ic mattered not to 
Lewis who was King of England, ſo it was one he 
might depend upon, one who would be ſubſervient 
to his Meaſures, one who would be ready to do, or 
not to do, juſt as he would have him. He, who 
formerly would have made the Prince of Orange 
King of that Country, the more eaſily to have re- 
duced Holland to his Dependence, would as little have 
ſcrupled to have oppoled the $/rarts, and to have 
maintained him in quiet Poſſoeſſion of the Kingdom 
of England, had he thought he could have obliged 
him to a Neutrality thereby, and made him a little 
more in the French Intereſt, 

[ readily allow therefore, that the tedious War 
which enſued between France and England, was en- 
tirely in conſequence of the Revolution. For had it 
not been for that great, that critical and important 
Event, the whole Netherlands, and even Holland it- 
ſelf, had long ſince been ſwallowed up by their over- 
grown Neighbour, and we ourſelves had ſunk with 
them, without ſo much as having fought a ſingle. 
Battle for our Liberty and Religion. Give me leave 
therefore once more to aſſert, nor can it be too fre- 
quently repeated, that had not Exgland vigorouſly 
interpoſed, as it did, under that heroic Prince, whote 
Memory ought ever to be dear to it, had it not 
largely diſtributed its Wealth among the exhauſted 
States of Germany, had it not ſent its well-refolved 
Armies to fight its Battles upon the Continent, all 
Europe had by this time groaned under the Oppreſ- 
ſions of thoſe mighty Armies; which were every 


where 
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where ſeeking to overturn its Independance; eſpeci- 
ally as France, at this Juncture, was much more 
== by Sea than it is at preſent, and indeed a 
atch for the combined Fleets of both England and 
Holland. I grant indeed, thoſe glorious and ſuc- 
ceſsful Efforts coſt us immenſe Sums of Money, as 
well as a great deal of Blood, and that we even yet 
ſuffer under the Debt contracted at that Time—but 
let us grant likewiſe, what is equally true, that this 
Blood was ſpilt and this Debt contracted, (not to 
oppoſe the Family of the Stuarts, but) in Defence 
of our own, and the common Safety of Europe. 
For that we have any Trade, any Liberty left us at 
home, any Honour and Credit abroad, that we have 
the free Exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion amongſt 
us, is entirely owing to King William's Wars u 
the Continent-——We at this Day enjoy the Benefit 
of the great Actions, which were then performed, 
and therefore if ſome ſmall] Share of the Burthen 
likewiſe be thrown upon us, we ought to be the 
more eaſy and patient under it. 7 
The Acceſſion of Spain to the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, upon the Death of Charles II. was ſuch a vaſt 
Accumulation of Power, as once more juſtly alarmed 
all Europe. For if France was really formidable to 
all its Neighbours, and hardly to be contained with- 
in the Bounds of Modcration, before this great 
Event, what was not to be feared from its Activity 
and Perfidy, when ſupported in its Pretenſions by 
the whole Power of Spain and the Indies? Theſe 
Conſiderations, as in true Policy, they ought, ſoon 
drew on another general Confederacy, the End of 
which was, to hinder, if poſſible, theſe two potent 


Kingdoms from ever coming both into the ſame 
Family. 


As 


. * 
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As to England, the whole Nation, at this time, 
plainly ſaw its true Intereſt, and were for vigorouſly 
purſuing it. Nor was there, I believe, a ſingle un- 
prejudiced Man in the Kingdom, either in the Par- 
deen or out of it, who was not for entering into 
the ſtricteſt Alliance with Holland and the Empire, 
to prevent the fatal Effects which were ſo juſtl 
dreaded from the exorbitant, and ſtill-increa 
Power of France, The Man, who had ventured at 
this Juncture to have diſſuaded our entering into the 
War, or to have publickly aſked the Queſtion, 
What has this Iſland to do with the Continent? 
would have been undoubtedly looked upon as a Pa- 
Piſt in his Heart, or as a bigotted Jacobite Here 
then was no Dutch Intereſt to ſway our Politics, as 
was iniquitouſly ſaid of the former Reign; here was 
no Hanoverian Rudder, as ſome People at preſent 
are fond of terming it, to ſteer the Exgliſb Veſſel ; 
but we had a Princeſs at the Head of our Councils 
with a Heart entirely Engliſh, as ſhe expreſſes it her- 
ſelf, and no foreign Bias to miſlead her——and yet 
the whole Nation was unanimous, that our Preſer- 
vation, our very Being depended upon our ſtrict 
Union with Holland and Germany, and that, unleſs 
we entered into the War with our whole Force, by 
Land as well as Sea, all mult neceſſarily fink under 
the heavy Yoke the French were preparing for them. 

Our Expences are proportionate to the Greatneſs 
of the Danger that threatened us, and the End we 
propoſed ; the national Debt ſtill goes on encreaſing, 
whilſt our Armies are bravely, and ſucceſsfully en- 
gaged upon the Continent (not to keep out a weak 
Pretender from ruling over us, but) in Support of 
the Independence of Europe, and in Detence of our 
own Liberty and Religion=—and we had —̃— 

a 
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ally carried our Point, we had completely ſecured 
both, not only for the preſent but even for ſucceed- 
ing Generations, had we not baſely given out when 
we did; had we continued true to our own Intereſts 
and to our repeated Engagements to our Allies; had 


we not ſuffered ourſelves to have been culled and 


deceived by a Set of Patriots, who under the ſpeci- 
ous Pretence of ſaving the Money of the Nation, 
moſt vilely betrayed it to the Intereſts of France and 
a Popiſh Pretender. 

Ever ſince the fatal Peace of Utretcht, France has 
been continually encreaſing in Trade, in Wealth, in 
Power; fo that ſcarcely ever was there a Time, per- 


haps, when 1t was more truly formidable than upon 


the breaking out of the War which now threatens 
Europe I am not at all concerned to know by 
what means they acquired this Power, whether by 
the ill Conduct of their Neighbours, or by their 
own ſuperior Induſtry, Skill, and Policy. The 


Fact is all I am contending tor, and that, I think, 


is indiſputable, is confeſſed on all Hands, If, in- 
deed, the blundering Politics of former Miniſters 
have contributed to the Aggrandizement of our 
Enemies, by omitting the proper Opportunities of 
diſtreſſing their Commerce, and diſuniting them 
from their Allies how are we to act at preſent ? 
are we allo to join in thete-weak Meaſures, and to 
perſiſt in {trengrhening our Adveriary's Hands ? or 
ought we not rather to amend what has been for- 
merly amis, and to correct in ourlelves what we 
condemn in others? | 

The late Earl of O d has been frequently, 
and with much Virulence, accuſed for ſuffering the 
French to grow 1o great during his being at the 
Head of our public Affairs 2 it ſo! we will 


Even 


[ 47 ] 


even ſuppoſe, that he well deſerves all that Blame, 
which his Enemies have thrown upon him on this 
Score! for I am not at all concerned to defend him 
But who are the Men, who more eſpecially 
abuſe and condemn his Conduct? are they not the 
very Perſons who now ridicule, and fo vehemently 
declaim againſt a War upon the Continent? who ſo 
ſtrenuouſly, both in the Houſe and out of it, oppoſe 
every vigorous Meaſure which is propoſed to hum- 
ble and depreſs this ſtill- encreaſing Power of France? 
If then, in the Opinion of thele Gentlemen, the 
Earl of O d was ſo notoriouſly in the wrong, 
and deſerved fo very ill of the Nation, for not pre- 
venting the French from becoming thus great and 
formidable ; ſurely our preſent Miniſters are entire- 
ly in the right, and purſuing the true Intereſt of 
their Country, who take every Step, and exert every 
Nerve of Government to reduce this exorbitant 
Power within more moderate Limits both Ad- 
miniſtrations, it is certain, they cannot think wrong; 
yet we find them, with their uſual Conſiſtency, 
equally oppoſing both : Where then are their Prin- 
ciples, and upon what Motives may we ſuppoſe they 
act? we may fairly conclude, that the real Good of 
their Country, notwithſtanding all their Clamour, 
is very little at their Heart. 

Let us not then, my Countrymen, ſuffer ourſelves 
to be amuſed with the idle Tales of ſuch as lie in 
wait to deceive, merely for ſome gainful and vin- 
dictive Purpoſe of their own, The War we are en- 
gaged in with France is entirely Engliſh. It was be- 
gun upon Exeliſh Principles, and will, I truſt, be 
vigorouſly carried on upon the ſame. Tis not, as 
ſome of you have been ſeduced to believe, whether 
this or that King ſhall reign over us, but whether 

We 
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we ſhall ſtill. continue to exiſt as a free, trading, in- 
dependant and Proteſtant Nation. By every Law 
therefore of God, of Nature and of Nations, we 
and our Allies have a Right (and I hope we ſhall 
make a proper Uſe of it) to riſe up with an unalter- 
able Reſolution to reduce the Power of that arrogant 
Kingdom to ſuch reaſonable Bounds, as to be no 
longer formidable to its Neighbours, For our own 
Part, as the late Repetition of their intolerable In- 
ſults ſeems at preſent to have rendered us unanimous, 
at leaſt in Reſentment ; I hope we ſhall never pre- 
vail upon ourſelves to give them Peace, until we 
have ſtripped them of thoſe Inſtruments with which 
they have ſo often attempted to invade and to enſlave 
us; until not a French Ship of twenty Guns dares ap- 
pear on the Ocean, Acts of Fortitude in Defence 


of our Liberties, our Country or Allies, are entitled 


to all the Praiſes we can give them ; but thoſe Sons 
of Violence, who ſet up for Arbitrators and Diſpo- 
fers of Kingdoms, are the Plagues of the Earth, 
the monſtrous Devourers of their own Species, and 
every Hand ought to be lifted up in Vengeance a- 
gainſt them. 

The preſent Opportunity ſeems to be critical in 
our Favour, and to invite even the moſt deſpairing 
amongſt us to Hope, to Action, and to Perſeve- 
rance. Our inteſtine Troubles are happily fled into 
that gloomy and remote Corner of the Ifland, which 
rſt gave them Birth, and where they can be no long- 
er dangerous to the public Safety. Our late Suc- 
ceſſes at Sea have not only greatly diſtreſſed our Ene- 
mies, but at the ſame time ſecured a very conſider- 
able Branch of our old Trade, and opened new 
Funds of Wealth to the adventurous Merchant, 
The Duich, ſenſible at laſt of their impending Ruin, 


implore 
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implore our Protection, and are ready to enter into 
any Meaſures we may 1 for the general Good. 
By his Majeſty's Wiſdom and indefatigable Pains, 
the Head of the Empire is entirely in our Intereſt, 
as by his Moderation and ſeaſonable Interpoſition 
Peace is once more reſtored to the whole Germanic 
Body, and thoſe civil Diſſentions happily extinguiſh- 
ed, which have hitherto prevented the ſeveral States 
of thoſe vaſt Regions from acting vigorouſly againſt 
the common Enemy, and repaying their inſidious 
Adverſary for all that Bloodſhed, Ruin and Devaſt- 
ation, which he has wrought amongſt them. The 
King of Sardinia ſtilt bravely holds his Enemies at 
Bay, nor will that ſecond Branch of the Houſe of 
Bourbon be ever able to take faſt Root in 7taly, if 
this heroic Prince be as ſtrongly ſupported by his 
Allies, as his invincible Courage deſerves. To 
crown the whole, we have a General of our own, 
whoſe high Birth gives him an indiſputable Title to 
be placed at the Head of the Confederacy, whoſe 
undaunted Courage has been tried in the bloody 
Fields of Dettingen and Fontenoy, whoſe military 
Capacity we all confidently rely upon, and whoſe 
quick and ſurprizing Succeſs in freeing his own 
Country from thoſe heavy Chains which Rebellion 
was preparing for it, is, I hepe, a happy Omen of 
thoſe future Triumphs which he will one Day enjoy, 
for having delivered Europe from the inſolent and 

ambitious Attempts of France. | 
What a fortunate Conjuncture is this, and what 
Advantages may we not reaſonably expect from it, 
if it be properly purſued, if it be puſhed with all 
that Vigour, Steadineſs, and Unanimity, which the 
great Occaſion calls for? However potent the Houſe 
of Bourbon may be, however plentiful in its 
D Re. 
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Reſources, we know by frequent Experience, that 
it is neither inexhauſtible or invincible, that, like 
all other ſublunary Powers, it muſt yield at laſt to 
ſuperior Force. Whilſt England and Holland, the 
Empire and the King of Sardinia continue firmly 
united, and true to each other's Intereſt, it is im- 
poſſible but France muſt fink under the Weight of 
ſo many potent Enemies, and be reduced to accept 
of ſuch Terms as the High Allies ſhall think proper 
to impoſe upon it, as well for their future as their 
preſent Security.— Tis then, and not before, that 
we ſhall receive and enjoy the Reward of all our 
Blood ſpilt, and Treaſure laid out in the Cauſe of 
Europe 1n an extended and uninterrupted Commerce, 
in a ſafe, honourable, and laſting general Peace. 
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